
DOPEY DAN AND LON.
The Hohenzollerns.

Folks: It didn't take Lon Ions
K«t wis* to th' now wrlnklo of

B^antin* th' audience th' privilege o'
few questions after th' regular

.dtSlUluakln's over,- that's beln' fea-
taday by most all top-notch

qptkiri. Th' other night over to th"
CHaaffeurs' Club th' kid had hardly got
tkfOHSh with a turrible tirade ag'in' th'
Wiser, an' had tossed out th' hint that
Was Itehin' to be qulssed, when a 111'

night iner chauffeur hopped up in his
an* wanted to know if th* Hohen-

sollern family had always ruled Ger-
many.
*Naw, they ain't always ruled Ger¬

many!" bellowed back Lon in a voice
full o' rage. "An' tha's th' part what
nearly drives me delirious eveay time I
hears of this present short-armed
*r*O0ter* crowin' about bein' elected by
th* Power above! This Hohenzollern
iunch is practically noovo-rich when it
comes down to th* rule game, an' while
th* family was pretty well knowed for
a lonj time in Germany, they rully
wasn't never featured very much un¬

til along about a century ago! Th
flrit cuckoo' in th' flock to be found in
th* dope book was one Count Thassilo.
a Brandenburg piccolo player, who per¬
formed in a orchestra about 800 A.D.,
which ain't such a much, as there be
folks down in Alexandria, Va., today
who can trace back that far. This
Thassilo party musta been a bum
footer' 'cause there ain't no more men¬
tion of th* family until th' end o' th'
thirteenth century, when th' newspa¬
pers o* that period was beginnin' to be
full o' them, an' owln* to Fome turrible
clever slight-o'-hand work in 1.198 they
managed to wiggle th' title o' Prince
outa old Emperor Charles IV, who, ac-
cordin' to records, wasn't all there.
Frederick V was th' first Hohenzollern
'baby* to sport th* new title, an* if his¬
tory's correct, th' cocky manner in
which he used#to strut around every
aftarnoon wasn't nothin* more'n less
than perfectly rediculous.
"Like all newly-honored 'caterpil¬

lar*,' however, th' Hohenzollern family
flt amongst themselves until they split
clean In two, one section beln' knowed
thereafter as th- Prankish branch,
while th' other had all its groceries an'
provisions sent C. O. D. to th' Swablan
portion of th' family. But one Satur¬
day night, after a red-hot flat-house
fight, th' entire estate fell into th'
hands o' Frederick VI. knowed far an'
wide as Freddy-The-Bear-Cat, who in
1«1» eceived from Emperor Slgismund
¦.til* Lord only knows where he come
from.th* electorate o' Brandenburg,
an* thereafter had th* gall to call him-
.olf such. Frederick I.
.TPhis bird's eleventh successor, Fred-

orick III,. become th' first King o'
Prussia as Frederick I in 1701.there's a
turrible mess o' l'reds in this story, but
nevertheless it's dead on th' level, an th'
reason for them switchin' their numbers
.O often was evidently due to th* old
moth-eaten system o' gettin" more credit.
..While all this was takin' place th*

Swabian branch o* th' family, which
mnata eat with their knifes, as no
montion is made of them until th* be-
glnnin' o' th* ISth century, was no
doubt bavin* a tough road to hoe. But
along about 1605 both branches kissed
an* made up once more, an' agreed
upon a common law o* succession,
which was afterwards O. K'd by the
Kin* o' Prussia as head of th* house.
Th' treaty established among them

th* right o* primogeniture.which in
.plain United States means th' first
'kid to make a noise in th' flat after
marriage.an' provided that in case
one o* th' branches should be shy a
male successor, th* estate should be
transferred to th' other branch, an' in

both branches should become ex¬
tinct in th' male an' female lines th'
estate should then fall back to th'
royal house o* Prussia. In short, it was
¦Imply th* old army game from start
to finish with .nobody havin' a peep
who wasn't a"floheuzolleTn.
"Twas dollars to home-made crul-

rrrm s.»

lers that with so much flim-flam goin*
on there was bound to be trouble, an*
sure enough, on March 12, 1850, after a

turrible mess o' bluffln' all hands was
called an* Prussia raked In th* pot.
"However, th' Hohenzollern bunch

was wise enough to hold tight to their
wlnnin's an' wait for a openin*, so,
when, in 1870, France an' Germany
staged their memorable scrap for th*
champuonship o* Central Europe, Wil-
lum-Th'-Flrst-Time, grandpap to th'
present false-alarm, an* a ruther re¬

spectable old party at that, polished up
his scenery an' made a dash for th'
throne. He got away with th* crack
an' th' family have been in power
from that day to this. It was th,'
same summer Hans Wagner started in
with Looeyville, so you can figure
yourself how long they've been rulin*!
Now that I've got all that out my
system with your kind permission we'll
have a bit o' poetry I Set th* bug-
scene, Ed!
Now, see hero. Mister Kaiser,
Just can th',usual bluff!

I An' fire a feller nut th' tip
As to where you get your stuff.

No doubt it's less majeste o' me

To even make th* break,
| But, on th' level, tell me

What's in the pill you take?

You're featured that old right dirine
| Until it's due to rot.

Yet somehow your misguided folks
Still fall for "Me und Gott."

You're got 'era eatin' from your hand
An* fightin' at your will,

So have a heart an* put me neit
To what goes in th* pill.

You boasted loud, four years ago.
That you'd In* sippin* wine

At some swell Paris cabaret.
Far from th' flowin* Rhine.

Rut. aerordin' to th' latest dope
Your troops are trenehin' still.

So be good. Mister Kaiser.
An' wise me to that pill!

They claim you grinned a foolish grin.
An* told a bunch o' folks

That you'd soon sail th' boundln* deep
An' squelch them Yankee jokes.

O' course there's no denyin' that
At squelchin' you're showed skill.

But when you made th' statement
No doubt you'd had your pill!

I gotta hand it to you, though,
For misin* up a shot

That makes you think you're runnin' wild
When you're tied up in a knot.

An' all I ask of you to do
Before you get your fill.

Is to kindly let th* secret out
Au* tell what's in that pill!

So come on, Mister Kaiser;
Don't be so measley close.

Please dish out th' prescription
An lemme try a dose!

It's cheap to be so chinchy
When others crare a thrill.

Come, be a sport, an' tell a guy
What goes in that old pill!

DOPEY DAN.
Note.Lon says If it's th* last thine

he does on earth he's gonna ketch th*
"blister" what put th* auto in auto¬
cracy an' haul him up before th' Ameri¬
can Automobile Association.

One of the nastiest blemishes on the
body work of the car is tar, which is
frequently splashed on the polished
surfaces from the road. A good sol¬
vent for tar is butter, which should be
scread over the spots and allowed to
stand for some minutes before being
carefully wiped off, when it will bring
the tar with it. Kerosene also may be
used locally, but with care, since It may
attack the fiplah.

HEAVY AUTO SALESIS
SEASON, SAYS MANAGER

F. H. Akeri of Beo Motor Car Com¬

pany Declares "Slow-Up" Did
Not Materialize.

"I have been searching everywhere
for the fellow who said the automobile
business was going to slow up this
spring, but so far I have been unable
to locate any one who will, now own up
to the authorship of that statement,"
exclaimed F. H. Akers, sales manager
of the Reo Motor Car Company, the
other day.
"Our sales records show that business

has opened up this year about two

weeks earlier than usual despite one of
the most severe winters we have ever
had.
"Nor is this condition confined to the

Reo product. Many makers throughout
the country are enjoying the same de¬
mand for their product.in fact, there is
a general and very heavy over demand.
"Of course, prices are higher all along

the line, but, on the other hand, every¬
body's earning capacity and profits are
greater.
"Not only that, but the need is great¬

er. Presumably nobody buys an auto¬
mobile. and especially at this time of
year, for pleasure. Fully 99 per cent of
the purchases are made under the spur
of necessity.a necessity that will brook
no delay.
"In some cases, perhaps, buyers are

simply protecting themselves against
further advances in price which they
realise must come, and others are try¬
ing to get in ahead of the spring rush.
But in all cases the indications are that
necessity is tho principal incentive and
that the demand is not. confined to any
one .section of the country, but is gen¬
eral.
.The shipping problem is discourag¬

ing. A very large percentage of the
cars and trucks have to l>e driven over¬
land and dealers, realising what the
spring freshets will mean to the roads,
have taken all we could give them dur¬
ing the winter months, when cross
country driving is easier.

It is a good plan occasionally to see

that the nuts of the spring clips are

tight. Loose spring clips permit ex¬
cess stress to be thrown on the center
of the leaves, from which breakage
results.

One of the most commonly neg¬
lected parts of the car, as far as lub¬
rication goes, is the clutch operating
mechanism. In the case of disc
clutches running in oil the lubrica¬
tion of the thrust collar and the lever
operating it is automatic. But with
clutches that do not operate in a bath
of oil, the thrust collar and lever re¬
quire oiling by hand. The service of
these parts is exacting and frequent
lubrication of the ball thrust bearing
and of the end of the lever which ac¬
tuates it is necessary. Furthermore,
the bearing of the clutch pedal and
the pins which secure the clutch op¬
erating linkage should be lubricated
frequently.
While it is a wise precaution to

throw out the clutch when rounding
a sharp corner, it also has a benefi¬
cial effect upon the tires. Whenever
the car tends to skid, due to its de¬
flection from a straight course, a
'.ross strain is brought to bear on the
ire treads, which is directly propor¬
tional to the weight of the vehicle
and the. radius of the curve and pro¬
portional to the square of Its velocity.
If the power is applied in rounding
a curve the tendency to rip oft the
tires is further aggravated by the

The.Big
Bargain of 1918:
THE great value of Model 00 and the bigdemand for it, warrants yon in placing
your order at once.

Morethan 100,000havechosentheModel90
car because of: how it look*, how it ride*, whatit does, the vxty it performs and its economy/

It is handsome, roomy, comfortable, effi¬
cient and frugal with fuel and tires.

It has cantilever rear springs, 108 inch
wheelbase, electric Auto-Lite starting and
lighting, vacuum fuel system and large tires,non-skid rear.
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HARPER-OVERLAND CO., Distributer
Franklin 4307 1128-30 Connecticut Ave. N.W

backward drag- due to traction. If
tha clutch is released, however, that
factor is eliminated and the. strain
thereby is reduced.

The brake mechanism seldom ects
tha lubrication it deserves. Oil is re¬
quired on the pins supporting the
brake shoes and upon the bearing

f»olnts of the cams or toggle meehan-
sm which actuates the brakes. These
parts usually depend for lubrication
on the hand oil can. Beginning at
the operating: lever, every joint in the
brake rod needs occasional oiling, as
do the bearings of «lie compensating
shaft.
It may not be out of order to sug¬

gest to the new car owner that one of
ths "tools" that should always he car¬
ried in the car is the chart of the wir¬
ing system. Without this he may find
himself in difficulties with the electrical
system that will be almost impossible
to locate.

This is the season when the owner
of a car should replenish oil in all com¬

partments, engine, clutch, gearset. and
rear axle. The compartments should
be flushed out with kerosene before the
new oil is put in.

With a Necklace.
From the Baltimore American.
"They say that bride got such ex¬

travagant presents."
"Yes; one present was a $1,000 diamond

necklace and another was two pounds of
sugar."

AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERS
TO HOLD CONFERENCE

Exhibitions at Dayton Will Show
Aspect of Profeuion

Toward War.

The practical aspect of engineering
and how closely it is connected with
the present war is to be demonstrated
at the annual summer convention of
the Society of Automotive Engineers
to be held at Triangle Park, Dayton,
Ohio, at which convention practically
one-half of the time will be given over

to demonstrations and exhibits of war

apparatus which has been developed by
the members of the society. This ap¬
paratus will relate to aviation, motor

cycles and all kinds of similar war ap¬
paratus. All of the various aviation
engines manufactured to date and
which are known to Cermany as well
as ourselves will be displayed so that
the members will have an opportunity
of studying these designs. Th^se in-

elude the types of German, French and
British engines. The exhibits will alao
include latest'types of captured enemy
planes as well as leading types of uur
allies' fighting planes.
A still further practical aspect of the

demonstrations will be the operation of
the machines for the manufacture of
special airplane parts such as pro¬
peller blades. The dominating thought
of the exhibits and demonstrations will
be a comprehensive presentation of en¬
gineering contributions to the war in
the automotive field.
The many papers that will be pre¬

sented will be more of a popular nature,
summarising the developments along
different lints during the war period,
rather than heavy, involved technical
addresses and discussions. The session
will be a war session from start to fin¬
ish and all subjects under considera¬
tion will be those directly concerned
in the war.

When putting the car in commis¬
sion for the year and every month
during the running season the hub
caps should b^ thoroughly cleaned
out, all the grease and verdigris re¬

moved. after which the caps should
be repacked with frefill grease. It is
also well to clean out the hubs ?nd
bearings, washing them thoroughly
with gasoline, so that dirt and grit
will be dislodged. When this{ has
been done the moving parts should
be lubricated again, the hub cans put
back in place, and ihe car can be
driven without fear of improperly lu¬
bricated axles.

Tires & Tubes
Foremost lor Mileage.
Which Means Economy!

Phone Main 4454 and
Our Representative Will Call

and Tell You About
Norwalk Tires and Tubes

Becker's Leather Goods Co.
Distributors "Norwalk** Tires and Tubes.

1324-1326 F Street N.W.
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1st BROlif
Every "Little Giant" owner in our territory;

is a member of our "Service Above All" plan;
which means.that we aim to keep your truck
working and making money for you all the
time. With the largest stock of parts of any
service station anywhere, and a corps of effi¬
cient mechanics who have studied the "Little
Giant" and have a full knowledge of every
working part, we can insure you against lay¬
offs or delays in case of accidents. And acci¬
dents are the only thing you need fear because
the ''Little Giant" is built to withstand any
and all kinds of usage.

Let us (it a "Little Giant" to your business.
Let us prove to you what "Service Above All"
means. .

Exclusive Agents for

Maryland, Virginia and D. C.

FORST BROS.
(INCORPORATED)

General Offices and Sales Rooms
1315 New Yo'rk Avenue N.W.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Phone Franklin 6231
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